
June 20, 2021 - Rooted - Acts 17:22-34 
If you have not already, please wish any of the fathers in your group a Happy Father’s Day. This 
week we are looking at Acts 17 and the way that Paul shared his faith with non-believers. 


Read Acts 17:22-34

OPPORTUNITY 
1. How did Paul connect with the crowd (v.22)? Why was this important?


- Paul acknowledged and honored that they were “very religious”. He wasn’t calling out 
their false beliefs or being condescending towards them for missing the mark. He focused 
on the similarities not the differences. 


2. What inscription found on an altar did Paul use to begin his sermon (v.23)? How did Paul use 
this idol as an opportunity to share Christ?


3. How did Paul indicate his knowledge of Greek poetry (v.28-29)? Why did Paul use this 
reference of Greek poetry to explain God?


4. How is Paul’s teaching here different than the way he teaches to Jews?

- Paul is often direct and even argumentative with the Jewish people, debating with them to 

prove that Jesus is the messiah. Here, Paul uses points of connection rather than 
contention to help the people of Athens understand faith. In our culture, we often give 
grace to believers and come down hard on the world, but both Paul and Jesus did the 
exact opposite. The were very kind and forgiving with those trapped in sin, and harsh and 
direct with those who were religious. 


5. Paul did not quote any scripture in this teaching, despite coming from a Pharisee 
background. Is not using Scripture here a strength or a weakness? Why? Could you share the 
Gospel with someone without quoting the Bible in a culturally relevant way?


6. Paul presented a great picture of God to the crowd. He proclaimed him Creator, Provider, 
Sustainer, Ruler, Judge and Father (17:24-31). How did those listening respond to these 
descriptions (v.32-34)?

- Some mocked, some wanted more, and some believed and joined the church. 

Realistically, we will never strike the right chord with every single person we encounter. 
But much like in the Parable of the Sower, our responsibility is to sow the seed, no matter 
the state of the ground. 


PERSONALIZED

7. What can Paul’s example in Athens teach us about reaching people today for Christ?

8. How should we treat people with different cultures and beliefs?

9. What idols are people serving today?

10. People today want their point of view heard. Some try to gain a platform through web sites 

and blogs, picketers, media publications and other such means. How might you gain a 
platform with someone you don’t know to reach them with the message of Jesus?


11. How would you contextualize the gospel for our culture today the way Paul did in Athens?


PRAYER 
- As was last week, ask the group if there are any prayer requests. Please let everyone know 

to keep an eye on our website, YouTube channel, or e-newsletter for a follow up to this 
teaching from PT each week.


