
May 23, 2021 - Rooted - Acts 16:1-5 
This week we are looking at Acts 16 and discipleship.

Read Acts 16:1-5


REPUTATION 
1. What does the text tell us about Timothy?


- Timothy obviously had a good reputation as a believer. Others spoke highly of him. 
Timothy’s reputation extended beyond his home town of Lystra.


2. How has the importance of a good reputation diminished in our society today?

- In today’s culture this could really go either way. You could argue that a tarnished 

reputation these days could be a death sentence. With how little is actually tolerated in 
our culture, any mistake could cost you your job, your career, your social status, etc. 


- On the other hand, very few people value integrity these day. Our culture has become so 
self centered, that all that seems to matter is self betterment. This often means dismissing 
morality and basic ethics. Does anyone truly value a man’s word anymore? So, it could be 
argued that reputation matters very little today.


3. Are integrity and a good reputation values worth reinstating within the church? Why or why 
not? And if so, how can we reinstall them into our church culture


CIRCUMCISION 
4. Why do you think Paul had Timothy circumcised?


- Timothy’s mother was a Jew and his father was a Greek. From the standpoint of Jewish 
law, Timothy was considered a Jew. The Jerusalem counsel had decided that a Gentile 
was not required to become a Jew in order to be a Christian. However, the converse was 
true also; Jews were not to abandon the Jewish customs to become a Christian. 
Therefore, in order to have full recognition and respect as a Jew, Timothy needed to 
comply with Jewish law.


- What is interesting here is that the proverbial baby is not thrown out with the bathwater. 
Often times when something changes in our society, we throw out the old, in whole, and 
bring in the new, in whole. This can be beneficial and certainly expedites change. 
However, often when we approach change as wholesale, we lose some of the good, some 
of the value of what came before. 


5. What are some church traditions or values that are worth holding on to?


DISCIPLESHIP

6. At 16 years old Timothy was circumcised and left home to travel with Paul. An incredible 

cost for a young man. Why is it important that discipleship cost the disciple?

- Cost demonstrates value. If value is to be ascribed to discipleship then it must cost us 

something to become a disciple.  

7. Read the following verses: Matthew 8:19-22; Matthew 10:37-38; Matthew 16:24-25; 

Matthew 19:16-21; Luke 9:61-62; Luke 14:28-33; John 15:20. What are some of the costs 
Jesus listed in these verse?


- Our current lives we lead, our housing, our family and friends, our material possession, our 
wealth, even our own lives. 


8. What has following Christ cost you? Are you willing to sacrifice more for His Kingdom?

- Allow time for personal reflection and discussion. 


PRAYER 
- As was last week, ask the group if there are any prayer requests. Please let everyone know 

to keep an eye on our website, YouTube channel, or e-newsletter for a follow up to this 
teaching from PT each week.


