
May 16, 2021 - Rooted - Acts 15 
This week we are looking at Acts 14 and representing God.


REPRESENTATION 
1. Last week we imagined what it would be like if our whole lives could be described by the 

gospel. In what ways, if any, have you allowed the Gospel to describe your whole life this 
past week?


Read Acts 15:1-21 
LEGALISM

2. For the second week in a row we have people going out of their way to cause dissension. 

Who was the cause of this dissension (Acts 14:2; 15:1-2)? Were they religious leaders or 
gentiles? What can this teach us about who we deem our adversaries in today’s culture?


- The religious leaders are those who keep going out of their way to cause division. We 
should be far more cautious of the religious than those of the world. 


3. What were the expectations being placed on Gentile believers? (v.2)

- Circumcision is what sparked this debate in Acts 15, but it only points to the root cause 

which is that the religious leaders expected these Gentile believers to follow their Jewish 
customs based on the law of Moses.


4. Foursquare defines legalism as “rules for the sake of rules”. What are some of the 
expected, extra-biblical rules that we are expected to follow in Christian culture?


- Allow time to discuss personal experiences.

5. Why was it important to root our “essential doctrines” in Scripture as the council did?

6. What do you believe are essential beliefs that determine salvation?


- This could become a debated topic, so lead with grace. According to the Bible if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead you will be saved. That means that confession of Lordship and belief in the 
resurrection are the only essentials to salvation. Everything else is secondary. 


7. In verse 9 Peter said in that God “purified their hearts by faith.” What does this mean? 

8. What do you think Peter meant when he said that they would “test God” if they told new 

believers they had to obey the Law (15:10)?

9. What did the council conclude concerning Jewish laws and customs (15:19)?


REFLECTION 
10. The real issue debated at the council was not whether a Gentile could become a believer, 

but whether they must first become a Jew and follow Jewish Law. The same can be said 
about Christianity today. Can anyone become a believer, or do they need to become part of  
Christian culture first? Why or Why not?


- Though we may never outright say it, we certainly act as if a person must become a 
politically conservative, pro-life, anti-vaccination, traditional, free market capitalist who 
dresses a certain way, listens to a certain style of music, and watches particular brands of 
entertainment in order to be saved. It is time that we only require the essential doctrines.


11. James said that they had been making it difficult for the Gentiles who were turning to God 
by forcing them to obey the Jewish Law (15:10). What are some practical ways that we can 
“make it easy” for non-believers to come to faith?


PRAYER 
- As was last week, ask the group if there are any prayer requests. Please let everyone know 

to keep an eye on our website, YouTube channel, or e-newsletter for a follow up to this 
teaching from PT each week.


