
Mar. 7, 2021 - Rooted - Acts 6:1-7 
We switch gears this week to serving. In Acts 6 we are going to read that the church was in 
need of servants who would wait tables. This was certainly not a job to look down upon. Today 
will require a little more digging to understand the context. So, let’s take a look at how and why 
God uses servants to represent Him and His Kingdom.  


Read Acts 6:1-7 
CONTEXT 
1. What is meant by "the number of the disciples was multiplying”?


- As we’ve read the last few weeks, the church was growing exponentially by the day.

2. What is meant by "their widows were neglected in the daily distribution”?


- Back then, women were unable to inherit property, and so their well being depended on 
what their father, husband, or son(s) brought home. If none of those relationships existed, 
widows were allowed to “glean” the leftovers of fields that had been harvested. This was a 
God-ordained system for those who could not provide for themselves. When they became 
older, others took care of them. In the early church, members were giving generously so 
that everyone in need, in this case widows, were being taken care of by the church. Here, 
the native Hebrew widows were receiving care, but the Hellenistic widows were not. 


3. Who are the Hellenists and the Hebrews?

- Both of these groups would be considered Jews who converted to Christianity. The 

Hebrews were born and raised in Israel, while the Hellenists were living abroad in the 
Greek world, adopting its culture and language. 


4. What does it say about the church when group’s are "neglected”?

- Realistically, we can only speculate as to why this group was being neglected, it could 

have been cultural, it could have been deliberate, or it could have been in ignorance. What 
we know is that church was not perfect and experienced growing pains just like we all do. 


SERVANTS 
5. Why wasn't it desirable for the Apostles to "leave the word of God and serve tables”?


- This does not mean that the apostles were above manual labor. In fact, to “serve tables” 
does not necessarily mean to deliver food, but to “manage the church”. The apostles new 
the teachings of Jesus first hand, because they had walked and ministered with them, and 
during this season ministering the word was their most pressing need.  


6. What were the criteria for these first seven servants?

- To be of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit, and full of wisdom


7. How would you qualify yourself according to these criteria?


APPLICATION 
8. Who chose the leaders to serve tables?

9. What is significant about the names of the seven men they chose? And how can this apply 

in our cultural context today?

- All the men selected had Hellenist names. Since the Hellenists were underrepresented, 

Hellenists were chosen to manage the church. Notice that the end goal was not equal 
representation (not 4 Hellenist leaders and 4 Hebrew leaders). From this point on the 
underrepresented would represent the whole church. This is insightful for our the issues of 
today if we allow the Word to shape how we approach the issues we currently face.


10. How can you better serve your church from now on?


PRAYER 
- As was last week, ask the group if there are any prayer requests. Please let everyone know 

to keep an eye on our website, YouTube channel, or e-newsletter for a follow up to this 
teaching from PT each week.


